[Recent results in emphysema research].
The incidence as well as the medical, social and economic importance of lung emphysema are evaluated. Results of experimental emphysema research, including the author's own investigations on rats are discussed. Inhalation of tobacco smoke is one of the most important etiologic factors. The pathogenetic role of endogenous enzymes, in particular protease-antiprotease imbalance, is elaborated. The survey is completed with the reference of prophylactic investigations and with an outlook on the main points of future research.